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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of claims : 

1 (currently amended). A compound of Formula I 

R 1 — Q— D— (VV-R 2 ] 

or a phannaceutically acceptable salt thereof, 
wherein: 

R 1 and R 2 independently are selected from: 
Ci-Ce alkyl; 
Substituted C r C 6 alkyl; 
C2-C6 altenyl; 
Substituted C2-C6 alkenyl; 
C2-C6 alkynyl; 
Substituted C 2 -Ce alkynyl; 
C3-C0 cycloalkyl; 
Substituted C3-C6 cycloalkyl ; 
C 3 -C<$ cycloalkyl-(Ci-Cf5 alkylenyl); 
Substituted C 3 -C 6 cycloaJkyHCi-C 6 alkylenyl); 
3- to 6-membered heterocycloalkyl; 

* ■ 

Substituted 3- to 6-membered heterocycloalkyl; 

3- to 6-membered heterocycloalkyl-(Ci-C6 alkylenyl); 

Substituted 3- to 6-membered heterocycloalkyHCi-C 6 alkylenyl); 

Phenyl-(Ci-Qs alkylenyl); 

Substituted phenyl-(Ci-C 6 alkylenyl); 

Naphthyl-(Ci-C 6 alkylenyl); 

Substituted naphthyl-(Ci-C 6 alkylenyl); 

5- 7 6-, 9-, and 10-membered heteroaryl-(Ci-C6 alkylenyl); 
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Substituted 5- 7 6-, 9-, and 10-membered heteroaryMCrCs alkylenyl); 
Phenyl; 

Substituted phenyl ; 
Naphthyl; 

Substituted naphthyl; 
5-, 6-, 9-, and 10-membered heteroaryl; 
Substituted 5- T 6-, 9-, and 10-membered heteroaryl; 
R 3 0-(C,-C 6 alkylenyl); 
Substituted R 3 0-(Ci-C6 alkylenyl); 
Phenyl-O-CCi-Cg alkylenyl); 
Substituted phenyl-CKC j -Cg alky] enyl); 
Pbenyl-S-(Ci-C 8 alkylenyl); 
Substituted phenyl-S-(Ci-C8 alkylenyl); 
Phenyl-S(OMC r C 8 alkylenyl); 
Substituted phenyl-S(OMCi-Ca alkylenyl); 
Phenyl-S(0)2-(CrCg alkylenyl); and 
Substituted phenyl-S(OMCi-C 8 alkylenyl); 
wheiein R 1 and R 2 are not both selected from: 
Ci-Ce alkyl; 
C2-C6 alkenyl; 
C2-Cg alkynyl; and 

C3-C6 cycloalkyl; 
Each R 3 independently is selected from: 
H; 

C!~C6 alkyU 
Substituted C1-C0 alkyl; 

cycloalkyl; 
Substituted C3-C6 cycloalkyl; 
PhenyKCi-Ca alkylenyl); 
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Substituted phenyl-(C r C* alkylenyl); 

NaphthyMCrC* alkylenyl); 

Substituted naphthyl-(Ci-C 6 alkylenyl); 

5-, 6- T 9- 7 and 10-mernbered heteroaryHCi-Ce alkylenyl); 

Substituted 5-, 6-, 9-, and 10-membered heteroaryHCi-C* alkylenyl); 

Phenyl; 

Substituted phenyl; 
Naphthyl; 

Substituted naphthyl; 

5-, 6-, 9-, and 10-membered heteroaryl; 



Substituted 5-, 6-, 9-, and 10-membered heteroaryl; 
D is a heteromonocyclic diradical: 
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N' 



.N 




N 

3z 



5 /J\ 



or N' R 4 ; 




4 <^ N 





Each R* independently is selected from: 
H; 
F; 

CH 3 ; 

CF 3 ; 

C(0)H; 

CN; 

HO; 

CH 3 0; 

C(F)H 2 0; 

C(H)J^O; and 

CF3O; 
t is an integer of 0 or 1; 
V 1 is selected from: 

a 5-membered heteroarylenyl; 
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CF 2 C OC; 

C(0)0; 

C(S)0; 

C(0)N(R 3 ); and 
C(S)N(R 5 ); 

Q, when bonded to a nitrogen atom in group D, is selected from: 
OC(0); 

OCCNR 6 ); 
CHCR^CCNR 6 ); 
NCR^CCO); 
N(R 6 )C(S); 

SC(0); 

CHCR^CCS); 

SC(NR 6 ); 

C-CCH2; 

OCCF2; 
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Q, when bonded to a carbon atom in group D, is as defined above and may farther 
be selected from: 
OCH2; 

N(R*)CH 2 ; 
trans-(H)OC(H); 

cis-(H)C=C(H); 



CH2OC; and 
CF 2 C=C; 

Each X independently is O, S, N(H), or N(CrQ> alkyl); 

Each V independently is C(H) or N; 

Each R 5 independently is H or C\-Cq alkyl; 

R 6 is H, Ci-Cg alkyl, C 3 -C 6 cycloalkyl; 3- to 6-membered heterocycloalkyl; 

phenyl; benzyl; or 5- or 6-membered heteroaryl; 
Each "substituted" group contains from 1 to 4 substituents, each independently on 
a caibon or nitrogen atom, independently selected from: 

Ci-Ce alkyl; 

C2-C6 alkenyl; 

Ci-Ce alkynyl; 

C3-Q cycloalkyl; 

C3-Q5 cycloalkylmethyl; 

Phenyl; 

Phenylmethyl; 

3- to 6-membered heterocycloalkyl; 

3- to 6-membered heterocycloalkylmethyl; 

cyano; 

CF 3 ; 

(Cj-C 6 alkyl)-OC(0); 
HOCH 2 ; 

(Ci-Ce alky])-OCH 2 ; 
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H 2 NCH 2 ; 

(Ci-Cfi alkyl)-N(H)CH 2 ; 
(d-C 6 alkyD2-NCH 2 ; 
N(H)2C(0); 

(Ci-Q alkyl)-N(H)C(0); 

(Ci-C 6 alkyl) 2 -NC(0); 

N(H) 2 C(0)N(H); 

(Ci-Q alkyl)-N(H)C(0)N(H); 

N^CCOJNCC^o alkyl); 

(C,-C 6 alky^NOHDCCONCd-Os alkyl); 

(C,-C 6 alkyl)2-NC(0)N(H); 

(Ci-Q alkyl)2-NC(0)N(Ci-C 6 alkyl); 

NCH)aC(0)0; 

(Ci-C« alkyl)-N(H)C(0)0; 

(Ci-C 6 alkyl^-NCCO)©; 

HO; 

(Ci-Cc aIkyl)-0; 

CF3O; 

CF 2 (H)0; 

CF(H) 2 0; 

H2N; 

(Ci-Ce alkyl)-N(H); 
(C,-C 6 alkyl) 2 -N; 
OzN; 

(Ci-C 6 alkyl)-S; 
(Ci-C 6 alkyI)-S(0); 
(C,-C 6 alkyl)nS(0)2; 
(Ci-Qj alkyl^NSCO^; 

(Ci-Ce alkyO-SCOh-NdC-CCOHC^s alkylenylU and 
(Ci-Qs alkyl)-C(0)-N(H)-S(0) 2 -(Ci-C8 alkylenyl) m ; 
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wherein each substituent on a carbon atom may further be independently selected 
from: 

Halo; 

HO2C; and 

OCH2O, wherein each O is bonded to adjacent carbon atoms to form a 5- 
membered ring; 

wherein 2 substituents may be taken together with a carbon atom to which they 

are both bonded to form the group C=0; 
wherein two adjacent, substantially sp 2 carbon atoms may be taken together with 
a diradical substituent to form a cyclic diradical selected from: 



R 




Each m independently is an integer of 0 or 1; 
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R is H or Ci-Q alkyl; 

wherein each 5-membered beteroarylenyl independently is a 5-membered ring 

containing carbon atoms and from 1 to 4 heteroatoms selected from 1 0, 1 
S, 1 NH, 1 N(C j-Cg alkyl), and 4 N 7 wherein the O and S atoms are not 
both present, and wherein the heteroarylenyl may optionally be 
unsubstituted or substituted with 1 substituent selected from fluoro, 
methyl, hydroxy, trifluoromethyl, cyano, and acetyl; 

wherein each heterocycloalkyl is a ring that contains carbon atoms and 1 or 2 

heteroatoms independently selected from 2 0, 1 S, 1 S(0), 1 S(0) 2 , 1 N, 2 
N(H), and 2 N(C r Q> alkyl), and wherein when two O atoms or one O 
atom and one S atom are present, the two O atoms or one O atom and one 
S atom are not bonded to each other, and wherein the ring is saturated or 
optionally contains one carbon-carbon or carbon-nitrogen double bond; 

wherein each 5-membered heteroaryl contains carbon atoms and from 1 to 4 
heteroatoms independently selected from 1 0, 1 S, 1 N(H), 1 N(C]-C 6 
alkyl), and 4 N, and each 6-membeied heteroaryl contains carbon atoms 
and 1 or 2 heteroatoms independently selected from N, N(H), and N(Ci-C6 
alkyl), and 5- and 6-membered heteroaryl are monocyclic rings; and 9- 
and 10-membered heteroaryl are 6,5-fused and 6,6-fused bicyclic rings, 
respectively, wherein at least 1 of the 2 fused rings of a bicyclic ring is 
aromatic, and wherein when the O and S atoms both are present, the O and 
S atoms are not bonded to each other; 

wherein with any (Ci-C 6 alkyl)2-N group, the Ci-Ce alkyl groups may be 
optionally taken together with the nitrogen atom to which they are 
attached to form a 5- or 6-membered heterocycloalkyl; and 

wherein each group and each substituent recited above is independently selected. 

2 (original). The compound according to Claim 1 , or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt thereof, wherein V 1 is 



PACE 12/17 1 RCVD AT 10/7/2005 1 :04:08 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 1 DN1S:2738300 ■ CSID: ' DURATION (miMS):0242 



Oct-07-2005 01:05pm From- 



T-732 P 01 3/017 F-686 



10/634,713 



12 PC25298A 



X 



\ 

N 



3 (original). The compound according to Claim 1 , or a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable salt thereof, wherein V ] is 



N=N 




4 (original). The compound according to Claim 1, or a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable salt thereof, wherein Q is N(R°)C(0). 

5 (original). The compound according to Claim 1, or a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable salt thereof, wherein Q is C^C. 

6 (original). The compound according to any one of Claims 1 to 5, or a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof, wherein at least one of R and R is 
independently selected from: 

PhenyKCi-C* alkylenyl); and 
Substituted phenyI-(CrCc alkylenyl); 
wherein each group and each substituent is independendy selected. 

7 (original). The compound according to according to any one of Claims 1 to 5, 
or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof, wherein at least one of R and R is 
independently selected from: 

5-, 6- 7 9- 7 and 10-membered heteroaryl-(C}-C 6 alkylenyl); and 
Substituted 5-, 6-, 9-, and 10-membered heteroaiyl-(Ci-Co alkylenyl); 
wherein each heteroaryl contains carbon atoms and from 1 to 4 heteroatoms 

independently selected from 1 0, 1 S, 1 N(H), 1 ISKQ-C* alkyl), and 4 N, 
and 5- and 6-mcmbcrcd heteroaryl are monocyclic rings and 9- and 10- 
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membered heteroaryl are 6,5-fused and 6,6-fused tricyclic rings, 
respectively, wherein at least 1 of the 2 fused rings of a tricyclic ring is 
aromatic, and wherein when the O and S atoms both are present, the O and 
S atoms are not bonded to each other; and 
wherein each group and each substituentis independendy selected. 

8 (currently amended). A compound of Formula n, HI, IV, V, or VI ILor. 
IV 



R 1 — Q 




(V'X-R 2 



n 



(V*)-R 2 




R 1 — Q 




O O 

R 1 — Qv. 3*1 /(V^-R 2 
N N 



R' 



TV 
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N 




and R t ^ 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof. 

9 (original). The compound of Formula II according to Claim 8, selected from: 
4-[5-(3-Benzylcait^moyl-2,6^oxo-3,6^ydro-2H-pyrazin-l-yl)- 

tetrazol-2-yl]-benzoic acid; 
4-(5-{ 2,6-Dioxo-3-[(pyridin^^ 

pyrazin- 1 -yl } -tetxazol-2-yl)-benzoic acid; 

4-[3<3-Benzylcarbamoyl-2,6Kfo^^ 

ynyj] -benzoic acid; 
4<3-{ 2,6-DioxoO-[(pyridin^-ylmethyl)-carbamoyl]-3,6-dihyd 

pyrazin-l-yl}-pit>p-2-ynyl)-benzoic acid; 
4-{2-[2,6-Dioxo-3^3-phenyl-prop^ 

oxazol-5-yl } -benzoic acid; 
4-{2-[3^3-Imidazoi-l-yl-pro^ 

l~yl]-oxazol-4-yl} -benzoic acid; 
4-{342,64Moxo-3-(3-phenyl-piop-l^^ 

prop-2-ynyl } -benzoic acid; 
4. { 3 . [3 .(3^Imidazol- 1 -y 1-prop- 1 -ynyl>2,6-di oxo-3 ,6-dihy cko-2H-pyrazin- 

l-y]]-prop-2-ynyl}-ben2oic acid; 
4-({[2,6-Dioxo-3-(5-phenyl-oxazol-2-yl)-3,6-dihydro-2H-pyrazme-l- 

carbonyl]-amino}-methyl)-benzoic acid; 
4-{3-[2,6-Dioxo-3-(5-phenyl<)xazol-2-yl)-3 T 6-dihydro-2H-pyrazin-l-yl]- 

prop-2-ynyl} -benzoic acid; 
4-{5-[2,6-DioxCH3^4-phenyl-oxazol-2-yl)-3,6-dihydro-2H-pyra2in-l-yl]- 

tetrazol-2-yl } -benzoic acid; and 
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4-{3-[2,6^Dioxo-3<4-phenyl^^ 
prop-2-ynyl} -benzoic acid; 
or a pharroaceutically acceptable salt thereof. 

10 (canceled). 

11 (original). A pharmaceutical composition, comprising a compound according 
to Claim 1, or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof, admixed with a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier, excipiem, or diluent. 



12 (canceled). 

13 (original). A method for treating osteoarthritis or rheumatoid arthritis, 
comprising administering to a patient suffering from osteoarthritis or rheumatoid 
arthritis a nontoxic effective amount of a compound according to Claim 1, or a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof. 

14 (canceled). 
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